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PREFATORY NOTE,

1t is proposed here to publish in a convenient form
all available Sayapacharya’s introductions to. his
_commentaries upon the Vedic Samhitas, Asfar as known
to us, these have not seen the light so far, Much material
has been utilised in the course of preparing the press
“copy and the editing of this work, No pain has been
spared and no work bearing upon our text has been
left' unconsulted. Every attempt has been made to
‘make it as useful as possible, Now it rests with the
learned scholars to see how far I have been successful.

To make this volume interesting and useful to both the
Sanskrit-knowing Pandits and English-knowing scholars
alike, we have appended ftwo introductions, one in
Sanskrit and the other in English. The Sanskrif intro-
duction containg a samewhat detailed information, both
historical and critical, about the life and works of
Sayanacharya, and attempts in a very humble way to
estimate the great merit of thess as suitable introductions
for a proper study of our sacred Vedas. The English
introduction summarises the views propounded in the
Sanskrit Prastdvana with some additional comments upon
the premier position of Siyana as one of the important
authorities upon the sraditional exegesis of Veda. We have
also given, besides an exhuastive content of the various
topies dealt with here, four appendices containing very
useful information. The first contains an alphabetical
list of subject matter treated by Sayapa in his intro-
ductions. The second has got an interesting alpha-
betwaj hst of the important technical terms ; the third
“enumerates the authors and works named and quoted



hers; while the last supplies a long alphabetical Hst
of all the quotations traced to their: original sourees,
T believe this additional matter will help the intending
readers of this volume not only in thoroughly grasping
the various difficult and complex problems treated here,
which are mors or less technical and abstruse, but
will also give a somewhat acute insight in properly
appreciating the stand-point of 83yans as an ominent
interpreter of the Veda.

I have very great pleasure in expresing my deep
debt of gratitude to the scholars whose works have
been utilised by me in some way or other, I should
particularly mention the name .of Pandit Satyavrata
Samagrami whose Devanagari and Bengali editions of
the Samaveda Samhitd have saved me from many
pitfalls of textual wilderness.

Before concluding this note, I should very much
like to refer to one another name in this eonnexion,
1t is that of my learned colloague, Professor Batuk Natha
Sharma, It was with him that the idea of publishing
this work originated and if was at his suggestion that
I took up the work., Tohim I am specially grateful-
far more than I can express—for the constant help he
has given me in the successful excution of this task,

16-3-34
Hindu University, } BALADEVA UPADHYAYy

BENARES
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INTRODUCTION

It is with very great pleasure that we are presenting
herewith the complete text of Sayapachirya’s all
available introductions to his commentaries upon the
various Samhitas of the Vedas. No apology is indeéed
needed and hence we are offering none for the pub-
lication of such a work, It is no wonder that so far only
his introduction to the g Veda-Bhasya has been
known to the scholars and published at many places.
It is only the Rg Veda Samhita which has athracted
the greatest number of scholars who have tried to illa-
minate many dark corners by focussing all the forees of
their erudition and application, The other Sambhitas
have not been able to command an equal amount of
interest. The reason is not only this that the Rg Vedic
texts are the oldest and ave directly or indirectly
sources of all others, but have also the ground for their
cold neglect the difficulties in understanding and
appreciating the subtleties of their import and the
intricacies of their interpretation due mainly fo the
lack of specialised knowledge so much needed for
assimilating the wealth of traditional scholiastic lore
gathering around them,

We cannot but be sincerely grateful to those
magnanimous and self-less souls who have devoted
their precious time and energy fo the study of the
Vedas, but at the same time we feel and realise—and
that is no ingratitude towards them—that after all the
scholarly and ingenious attempts to bring ‘oub the
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real import and signification of the Vedic texts, there
iz some thing left out, lost sight of or dismissed with
supreme indifference, But fthat ‘some thing’ is and
must be vital to all true Hindu hearts. The funda-
mental point of difference between the “attitude of
a western scholar rared and fostered from his very
cradle with the glories of Greece and Rome and a
true Hindu imbibing from the first day of his existence
the undying traditions of the Sapta-sindhu and the
Aryavarta is, undoubtedly, in spite of all attempts to
shake off the feelings of prejudice and predilection, the
frame of mind, the structure of heart and the consti-
tution of the soul. What wonder can there be if a

pandit of the old orthodox school happens to be
torribly shocked when he finds the dearly loved child
of Veda treated in a step-motherly manner and where
a liftle coaxing would have put it in genuine spirits,
there the surgeon’s knife is freely used, The real
crux of such a seemingly insuperable indifference
of method is this that the westerner looks upon the
Veda as ~something shorn of all associations and
environments which have, in course of ages, gathered
roind it and are toa Hindu mind organically inseparable,
To him the veda, bereft of all fraditional associations,
is something inconcaivable. Fresh fantoms of far-

fetched assoclatlons raised up_ w1th the Wand of powerful
happen “to him mere creatules of fanmful 1m1glnatlon.
He deems it a low grade of hopeless degeneration to
exchange his living traditions for the ghosts of self-
sufficient scholarship which ave still matters of doubtfyl
existenco, |



But unfortunately the depositories of ancient Vedic
lore have been long getting smaller and smaller in
number, The advent of modern method of education,
though quite opportune and useful in cerfain respects,
has brought in its trail a feeling of disdain in the
hearts of the growing generation for every thing
old and indigenous, To add to the unenviable sad
plight of the_vedic studies very particularly, a new
method of approach has been introduced, The said
method, appearing an attractive and novel modus
operundi and being advocated in learned circles as
a true outcome of critical faculty, soon came into
vogue. The method, in itself, is quite harmless and
in fact, it has been, particularly in its truly philologi(‘:a,l’
and mythological aspects, quite sucessfully applied and
appreciated even by the ancients, But to the
dire detriment of efficient education and superior
scholarship, it has been fondly handed either by .
those who were innocently ignorant of the basic .
realities and fundamental actualities or by those  whose |
visions have been hopelessly perverted and distorted 'by‘
unsuitable and uncongenial education, Sincere scholars
ship, in its introspective investigation or for forming
final judgment about anything, should not and indeed
cannot throw away all things, simply because they are
old and run after others merely because they are new, I
is no ingenious index of superior wisdom to dub ‘wrong’ ’
"misleading” ‘nonsense’ etc. and reject all older views
solely for the reason that they do not closely fit in with
our own conveniently formed opinions, In the case of
Indians such an untenable attitude is doubly deplorable,
No nation on the surface of the earth has ever become
great by despising its own ancient glories and by eking '
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out its miserable existence with.a few cramps falling
from the mouths of others :

One of the most important depositories of the vedic
lore, whose works have come down to us, was undoube
tedly bayanacha,xya This great man of affaus was abthe
same time a great man of lettexs —a very rare combi-
nation even among the ancients, He did officially what
he could do for the revival of the Vedic Learning and
Culture. Even personally he, did not spare himself. With
the help of brilliant galaxy of erudite giants, he collected
all the available auxiliary and ancillary informations so
imperatively necessary for the elucidation of the Vedis
texts and with his profound scholarly insight and rare
acute critical faculty assimilated them and put them in
the form of his Vedic commentaries. e thought—
and he was quite right in thinking so—that without pro-
per gdidance in the form of preliminary discourses
imparting all essential matters which a student of Veda,
before he begins his studies, must know, it was a hope-
less affair to dabble with Vedic interpretations with the
help of one's own unbridled imagination. It was
with this purpose in view that he annexed his useful
introductions to the commentaries of the various Sam-
hitas. Besides his Introduction to the Rg Veda Bhisya,
all the others have mot sofar been propelly studied
and convemen’nly published. In the course of our studies
we came to realise that they were in no way less useful,
They are perhaps, especially as the other Sambhitas
are so little known, much more important and of
much greater interest. But before we say anything
more about these introductions, we beg to present

to the reader a brief account of their illustrious
nannr
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THE AUTHOR.

Sayandchirya occupies a unique place in the
History. of Sanskrit Literature. The learned commen-
taries written by him on the Vedic Samhitas and
Brahmanas are the most important works of their
kind, which are of immense value to us for the
proper expostion of the subtle truths which these
works of hoary antiquity contain. There has been
a host of commentators of the vedas even before the
advent of Sayana but unknown as many of their
works are, most of them are mere names to us,
Indeed the only commentator who has had the rare
good fortune of commenting upon all the four vedas
and whose comments are still extaut is the greas
Styanacharya himself. He was, along with his equally-
famous elder brother Madhavacharya, responsible, as is
rightly asserted by historians, for the great
Renaissance of the Vedic Learning under the benign
rule of the early Vijayanagara monarchs, Fortunately
we possess abundant materials for framing a genuine
life history of this great vedic commentator, We give
below a bare outline of the varied life and diverse
activities of this eminent sanskrit author,

HIS FAMILY.

Sayana was born in a learned South Indian Brahmana
tamily. His father was Mayana and his mother Sri-
mati. He was a Brihmana of the Bharadvajasgotra,
Bodhayana Sutra and Krspa yajur veda, He belonged
to the Taittirlya Sakha of the Black Yajurveda, as is
also evident from the fact that the very first vedic
commentary he wrote was upon the Taittiriya Samhits

~of the Krspa Yajurveda, He had two brothers

Madhavacharya and Bhoganiitha, of whom the first wag
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the eldest and the second was the youngest of the three,

The elder brother Madhavacharya occupies a very
important place in the history of Dharma S’astra and
Mimansa literatures, Besides being well versed in
various branches of learning, he was a great
minister of the first Vijayamagara kings, Harihara
and Bukka, who with hissagacious counzel and judiciouns
guidance founded that ideal Hindu Rajya, that
Inever-to -be-forgotten empire of Vijayanagara.
He is also credited, on the authority of eminen}
historians,t with  the foundation of the
city of Vijayanagara which was considered in the
16th Cen. by foreign travellers to be the greatest and
most charming city in the whole continént
of Asia in point of grandeur of magnificent
artifices and richness of artistic details, Madhava
is alleged to have composed a nmmber of learned
works, most of which are spurious and of late date,
His genuine works, however, are—(1) the voluminous
commentary upon Pardfarasmrl, URIER-sawE,
popularly known as oqUgR-mea, (2) FEMOT or
FIAATE, (3)&fafa-=armra, an authoritative work
on Jaimini System of Purva Mimansa, (4)sita~gfsas
on the Vedantic topic of Jivanmuksi, (5)9==ggli, a very
popular Vedantic work and (6) FAT9ETISAE, on the
Vedant Sutras; the last two were composed in colla-
boration with his spiritual Guru Bharatitirtha when
Madhava exchanged the robe of the minister for the
#1917 of the Samhnyasin under the name Vidyarapya.

(1) Vide S, Krishnaswami Aiyangar, Some Contributions of South
India to Indian Culture, p. 309 and Krishna Swami, Arch. Survey of
India Report 1907-8 p. 239; bus this theory is objected to by Prof, H,
Heras, The Begiunings of Vijayanagara History pp, 14-18,
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The most important problem connected with the
personality and identification of Madhava and Vidya-
ranye remeins still unsolved, Some scholars™ enter-
tain very serious doubts as regards the identi.
fieation of these two authors, but in apite of their
arguments to the contrary, not only.the later but
even contemporary writers? bear testimony to the
fact that Vidysranya was, in fact, identical with the
minister of early Vijayanagara Kings, Madhavicharya.
Tt has been rtightly pointed out, on inseriptional
evidences®, that Mzadhavicharya, the elder brother
of Sayans, is difierent fromn Madhava, another minister
of Bukla I ( hence known as Midhava Mantrin or
Amatya Madhava ) who was not only a profound
Upanisadic gcholar ( called in the ipseriptions

zafEFamagaEI=E ) bub was, as a warrior of no mean.
order, the expeller of Mohammedans from Konkapa
and the governor of Goa and Banavase provinees,
Kane ig amply justified in his appreciative remarks
on our author when he gays# that “as an erudite scho-
lar, &g a far-sighted statesman, as the bulwark of the
Vijayenagara Kingdom in the first days of its foun-
dation, as & Sanydsin given to peaceful contempla-
tion and renunciation in old age, he led such a varied
and uzefal life that even to this day his is a name to
conjure with.”
Bhoganatha, though not o well-known, was yet o
worbhy youuger brother of Siyapa and Madhavs, Ha
1. Indian Historical Quarterly, Vol VI, pp. 701~717, ’
2. Indian Antiquary, 1916, pp. 17-18,
I.H. Q) Vol VII pp, 611-14,
3, Ind. Ant, 1916, pp. 4-6,
4. Eaue : History of Dharras Hagirs, P 37 4
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was the marma-sachiva of Samgama II, the son' of
Kampana, as is evident from the Bitragunta grant of
that ruler?, Unlike his elder brothers who were profound
soholars of Veda, Vedanta, Mimams3 and Dharma,
gastra, Bhoganatha was a poetof a very high order.The
Bitragunta grant, with his numerous othér poetical
compositions mentioned in the Alamkaira-sudhg-
nidhi of Sayana, bears eloquent testimony fo the great
poetical talents of Bhoganitha, Sayapa names and
quotes from six of his works, Their names are--(i)
QAIEHE, a kavya based on the Ramayana, (ii) fagzfasa,
on the victory gained by S'iva over the Tripura demon,
(1ii) SZGTUTII, examples of Sanskrit figures of speech
with verses in praise of Siyapa, (iv) wgmunfawd, a
stotra of ma,hdgampaf-i, "V)RGIHTA, containing verses

descriptive of S'rmgdrarasa, and lastly (vi) Atdaraies,
eight verses in praise of (Gaurinatha, Sayana had a

very high opinion about the poetic excellence of his
brother’s kavyas as he mentions in one place in hisg

* Alarmkira work that the examples of the rules have
to be sought for in the works of Bhoganatha?, That
Bhoganatha wielded a facile poetic pen will be evident
to the students of Sanskrit poetry from the following
beautiful verses in praise of his patron Samgama IT;~
ae7 Zfegzagaramigamtiragataay
g Mg GegE Fuswaesdaa: 1l < ||

X X x
agag:srmﬁrﬁ adr igagfd oL s |
=5gd fiwaat A swgan Fad Tz i Lol

1. sfs simarmefiar agayaeadafaia |

AposqreaEy araaudyg fafefan dian 1 3¢
Epi- Ind,, VOl. m’ P. 23.

2. dugsemfa Waareseig gesarfa ¢
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mantras, but wag also a practical administrator ot a
vast kingdom, a responsible minister of an extensive
empire and above all, a valourous wsoldier of a high
order. In Sayfma we find a rare fmtupate combj-
nation of vast learning _and practical leSdom specula _
tive faculty and physical valour, qiftge g,:r}dw . He
gained victory over a king called Campa, a 1ule1‘
of the Chola country and defeated the chief of
Garudanagara® after attacking the city incompany with
his patron Sarhgama II. His bravery finds a just appre-

ciation and suitable expression in the following verse
of his Alarhkara Sudhanidhi:—

SEET WG FIOT: WAL |-
ol gl et aftafe: |
As an administrator of alarge kingdom, Sayana was

no less an eminent success, When Kampana died, his son
Sarhgama was a mere child, Flence the administration of
the state fell upon Sayana who as the regent carried
out his heavy responsibilities in a really remarkable

way. The following s'loka from his alamkara work

speaks of the all-round progperity prevailing daring his
time as the regent of the state—

) m-ft iy ey mmq
wsnamﬂgr(aa HEHora (‘CIT%T |
His was a very happy family life. He had three sons2
named Kampana, Mayana and S'ingana, Among these,
Kampapa was a fond lover of music—an accomplished
musician, Mayana was a good poet, clever in writing fine
verses and beautiful prose in Sanskrit, and if his identi-
fication with Sayana-madhava, the author of Gﬁr‘a’ﬁﬂ#%,
as proposed by R.Narsinhachar® turns out to be correct,
1 Ind. Ant. 1916, p. 23,

2 Vide Ssnskrit Introduction p. 7,
3 Ind. Ant, ( 1916 ) p. 20,
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he had full mastery over and a thorough grasp of the
fundamental metaphysical problems of Indian Philo-
sophies, both orthodox and heterodox, The third son
S'ingana appears to be akeen student of Vedas, an expert
in %q and S| recitaions. Besides, he was far celebrated
for his magnificent gifts giveun to worthy Bramhanas, as
might be justly inferred from cerfain verses found at
the end of his father’'s Bhiasya on AIASFI ¢

According to Dr. Aufrecht?, S8ayana died in A.D. 1387)
during the reign of Harihara II. Thus he flourished in
the second half of the 14th Century at Vijayanagara in
Southern India,

HIS WORKS

The monumental Bhasyas of the Vedic Samhitas
and Brahmanas are rightly considered to be the most
important works of Sayanicharya as showing his deep
learning and wide erudition. But they are not the
only works which our author had the good fortune of
writing. Dr. Aufrecht mentions a number of other works
ascribed to Sayana in various catalogues of Sanskrit Mass.,
but on close examination most of them appear to be
spurious and unworthily fathered upon Sayana by
mediocre writers of unknown date, The following works,
however, are his genuine compositions, as will be evidenf
from fhe examination of even their colophons. It appears
that from the very beginning of his carear as a minister
Sayana had thelaudable intention of writing useful works
on Dharma, Vyakarans and Alamkdre and thus under
the kind patronage of the above-mentioned Vijayanagara
kings he wrotie a number of interesting books in Sanskrit
upon these diverse subjects, We mention below his

1 Catalogus Catalogorum, p, 711,
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Writings 1 a chronological order as far-as it is possible
to make out.

Sayana's works are:—

(1) gaifaagaifafr—it is a collection of moral sayings
culled from a vast literature on the subject, It appears
to be the earliest work of our author and was composed,
as is clear from the colophon at the end of the work?,
during the reign of Prince Kampa or Kampapa whose
minister Sayana was,

(2) srbavgaiair—also known as karmavipaka—deals
with penances, one of the most important topics of the
Hindu Dharmas’astras,

(3) migafa—popularly known as wrastar aigafuz—is
an authoritative treatise on Sanskrit verbs. It deals in
an exhaustive manner with the verbs given in the Dhatu-
patha of Papini. Sayana has, as a token of gratitude,
named this grammatical work after his elder brother
Madhava under whose inspiration he composed most
of his valuable works as will be shown later on,

(4) mmgrgmifafa—it is a treatise on Sanskrit rhetoric
and is unique in many ways, One remarkable peculi-
arity of the work consists in the fact that the majority
of the illustrative verses isin the praise of the author
himself, When the same author is responsible for the

karikds and uddharana in an alamkdre work, generally
the examples are in the praise of some deity or of some
king or chief who happens to be the patron of the
author®, But, unlike most works of Sanskrit Poetics,

1 zfe ¢ ofiwn egandisaafwafiae A sroaageara-
AEIREAR (= A ATHAIFEITF —  ATITHEAATERIZ~5
] arantdfadfay gwifvagarfast |
0 {a wyangSw |Eva asifaor
HAIEAAT WIdRd wgaaiEsay o
3. e. g. all the illustrations in uFLt of famuy, waigeza-
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this dggaiffy gives illustrative verses in praise of
its author himself and this distinguishes it from the other
books of the same class. Italso suppliesus with interes-
ting details about the life and personality of Sayana and
and his brothers, which are of considerable importance.?

These last three works were composed during the
reign of Samhgama II, the son of Prince Kampa, as is
clear from  verses given in the beginning and at the
end of these works?.

(6) gEAEr@afafa-1t contains a collection of Pauranika
verses on the topic of gﬁmﬁ and was written at the
instance of his new patron king Bukka. It appears to be
the first work of Sayana when he became attached to the

court of Bukka. and thus is earlier in date than the Vedic
commentaries

(6) Fgwmefor  Vedic commentaries )—These will be
treated at some length later on,

(7) =ngFggmfafe—It is a medical work and has been
referred to by Sayana in his Sgi@C work®,

argan of farmy and aguaazrgan of Ffazsly alias afiws-
z1feg1a dontain panegy rics of their patrons, king =z

of Orissa, wamezia of Warangal and azus, son of
aaT@ of Mysore respectively.

1 For the authers and works quoted in this book
Vide Ind. Ant. (1916) p, 92.

2 (a) aea ( eaasa ) afealinaafea aran qam o
t" arau gda aEne asar |
avq: FwfanEte: Beay swmraar |
(b) afea sHegAsA: gefasgeEet: |
aea Afeafiiicaatea amanamn |
(¢) gt x X % AAcagauaTreneagTaE SETIEEI
femmgaes StamrataseRn: Aaegananie FaTIegradifat 5
38  ngazemfafasaafafi: saranrdifs Susay |
quoted in Ind, Ant, (1916 ) p, 22,
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(8) ama=mgenfafa—This is a treatise on Vedic rituals,
The last two works were composed by Sayana during
the reign of Harihara II, the son and successor of
Bukka I, whose generosity and high regard for the
Vedic rites are eloquently praised by Sayanpa in the
peginning of these works,

Vedic Qommentariecs—The  Vadic comme-
ntaries are monuments of vast and varied learning and as
such rightly occupy the foremost place in the wribings
of Sayapacharya. The introductory verses to the
Bhisya on the <qfedu@fial make it amply clear
that Sayapa was entrusted with the composition of
Vedic commentaries by the King Bukka on the recommen-
dation of his elder brother Madhava who, as the spiri-
tual guru, was actually requested by the king for this
responsible task but who, presumably owing to his multi-
farious engagements in other spheres, declined this offer
in favour of his younger brother. Thus it was under
the inspiring guidance of Madhava that Sayana wrote
his learned commentaries on the Vedas which he rightly
calls ¢ Madhaviya after his elder brother as a token of

gratitude towards him,
Sayapna wrote his Bhisyas upon the following five

well-known Vedic Samhitas—

(i) dfaG €fimn of  Fo agae

(if) sav3g dfgar

(iti) wray €

(iv) reefi of g7 Tgie
(v) 19935 dfia

Sayana wrote his commentaries upon the different
Brahmanas and Arapyakas of the Vedas naturally
cnough after he had commented upon their Samhitas with

1, For a fuller treatement of the problem,
seo the Sanskrit Tntroduction pp, 14-17,
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the single exception of the Bhasya on the S'atapatha:
Brahmana of the white yajur veda which appears to have
been composed ( as is clear from the introductory verses)
last of all, during the time of Harihara II1. He commented

upon the following Brahmanas and Arapyakas:—

A. Brahmana of the Krspa Yajurveda—
(1) 3R =
(2) Il TRas
B. Brihmana of the Rgveda—
(3) Tk mET
(4) T =IRTEs
C. Brahmanas of the Sima Veda—
(3) TiesT (9==fET ) A
(6)wsfam .
2

b ]

( 10 ) "S‘I]%{E{E.: ¥
(11) dfgamfang "
3

D. Brahmana of the White Yajurveda—
( 18 ) mi9y =0

THE PRESENT WORK

The present volume contains, as has been already
noticed by us, a convenient collection of all the available
introductions to Siyana’s commentaries upon the Sam-
hitas of various Vedas. A comparative study of these
introductions furnishes us with the necessary infor-
mation to decide the order in which they were com-
posed. Despite the primacy of Rg Veda as shown by



{ ol ]

the famous mantra in the Purusa Sikta® and the most
honoured place it oceupies in our sacred literature, it
was Yajurveda which called for the first commentary
at the hands of our author, It was proper on the part-
of Siyana to write his first Bhésya upon Yajurveda
Samhita, because it is most important for the sacri-
fice and it is in order to perform the sacrifice that.we
must know the meaning of the Veda. In fact,.it is abso-
lutely needed for the prominent officiating priest called
Adhvaryw who, being responsible for the proper
guidance and practical ministration on the occasion of

sacrifical rituals, is rvightly believed ‘to construct the
very form of sacrifice’®. It was natural for Sayana,

a follower of the Taittiriya school of Black Yajur Veda to

write his first commentary upon the Samhita of his own
school. Hence it can be afirmed without any shadow of

doubt that the earliest introduction written by Sdyana
was one that belongs to the Bhisya of the Taittariya
Sambhita. _ :

Out of the remaining Sambhitas that of the Rg Veda
claims our greatest attention, not merely because it

is requived for the next important priest, the Hotr, butfor
the reagon that it is the direct 'source of metrical mantras
quoted by the others, It is upon the Rkscontained in this
Sambhita that the Sdman chants are s.ung, Thus being of
greater importance Rg Veda was commented upon
before Sama, which being required for the third impor-
tant priest at the sacrifice, namely the Udgdir, came to
have a commentary in a logical sequence after the Rg-
Veda was farnished with one, Thus the introduction

1. w=: grfassfmy

. %R, (ot €o | €1
2, azeq ATat fafadma g @

K. go | 19,1 28,
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to the Samaveda Bhisya is the third in the - order of
its 'c'ompostio'n.

The Commentary upon the three important Vedas
was thus <completed, but Siyana had not as yet
directed this attention towards writing 'a Bhasya upon
the White Yajura veda, To remove this omission, he
hext wrote his commentary upon the Kinva Samhita
of that veda, as the other (Madhyandina) Samhita of the
same Veda was fortunate enough to possess alearned
Bhiasya from the pen of that erudite Vedic interpreter,
Acharya TUvata, some three hundred years before
Sayana, Thus the introduction to the Kanva occupies
the fourth place in the order in which it was written.
* The introduction to the Samhita of Atharva veda was
the last to be written by Sayana after he had completed
his comments upon the Samhitas of other vedas, Siyana’s
remark? on this point is quite conclusive when he
tells us that after commenting upon Yajur-Rg-
and Sima Samhitds which deal with sacrifices
the fruits whereof are fo be realised hereafter, he wrote
his Bhiasya upon the Athavva which treats of rituals
whose results are gained here as well as hereafter, This
being the natural order in which the introductions were
written, we feel justified for their arrangement we have
adopted here in this volume,

A RUNNING SUMMARY OF THE CONTENTS.

We beg to make here a short survey of the most
important topics dealt with in these critical introductions,
The first among these, the introduction to the
Taiftiriya Samhita, is very short and naturally the
subjects treated of therein are a few in number, Ag

1 Wide Verse 10, p, 119, '

A
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‘it -was natural, Sgyana has begun this- introduetion
with the treatment of some of the fundamental ques.
.tions about our sacred Vedss, He has proposed a sound
definition of Veda and after- deseribing, the naturs of
‘the proper Adhikdrin—~pereon\ex‘ltitle_d to the study.of
this sacred lore—has briefly shown .. the authoritiveness
of the Vedas, Next he has divided Veda into two
Kd'r'ac.locs, the former of which deals with the- .four-fold

actions and the latter treats of the way to realise the
Brahman and of the final release from -the bondage of
.this world as a result of the knowledge thereof. In the
-end he has concisely explained. the appropriateness .ot
g% and dlofaE sacrifices as the very first rituals with
-which the first Kanda of the Yajur Veda - begins, since
.they have been maintained to be the 5 for all the
Jater sacrificial rites, technically known as fagfis 1
The introduction to his Commentory npon the Rg
-Veda Samhita has deservedly been very popular with
‘the students of Veda because it. contains a wealth of
-useful information about the nature and interpretation
of the Veda, Here the author has taken prodigious
pains to give a thorough as "well as authoritative
exposition of all the fundamental questions touching
not merely the Rg Veda to which it forms a suitable
introduction but the whole field of Veda in general,
The first important problem tackled by our author is
the definition of Veda. Sayapa has, with a sound
refutation of  the arguments put - forth by the gafad,
very ably proved that the Vedic mantras do express some
intelligible meaning ‘which can be properly made oit
-with the aid of the Nirukta and  allied auxiliary
literature, and hence that the mantra and Brahman porti-
ons of the Vedas do possess their own autboritativeness,

L
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To prove these statements our author does not hesitate
in giving lengthy Adhikaranas in full from the
Mimansa-sutra of Jaimini with his brief comments
upon the sutras, 'After proving the sqietaE of Veda
and descmbmg the nature and classification of Mantra
and Brdhmana, S'dyana-has alengthy discussion about
the utility of the study- of the Vedas which he
concludes with recording  his-just praise and high
appreciation for the person . who thoroughly understands
the subtle import of the Vedic mantras as the crowning
result . of his ‘successful Svddhydya. To conclude his’
treatment of the Vedic problems, our author has given a
thorough diseription of the six ‘limbs’ of Veda and
has amply shown the way in which each of them help
an interpreter of Veda in propérly handling the divers
problems ‘connected with Veda and Vedie rituals.

The next introduction to the commentary upon
Samaveda contains pieces of very useful information
which are of more technical nature than those we have
as yet derived from the previous introductions. With
a preliminary survey of the nature of Manira and
Br@hmane  our  author plunges - info  the deep
discussion of various technical problems about the
recitation and classification of Sdman chants on the.
occasion of sacrifices. These practical problems, sixty—
two in number, are based upon the texts of Purva
Mimansa system and the solutions proposed thereof
go a great way to prove the utility of Sdmans for
the sacrifical rituals. With a brief comment upon
the important topic of the expressiveness of the Vadic
mantras this lengthy introduction is brought to a
successful conclusion,

. The author begins his. mtxoducinou to the _eommen-
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tary upon the Kanva Samhitd with cerfain - useful
preliminary remarks about the nature and schools' of
the White Yajurveda. The impoitant topic dealt with
later on concerns the interpretation of . that famous
Vedic text ‘asaiaiseaqsqy’ which has been explained
in various ways by the diffierent schools of Mimansa.
The utility of the study of Veda has been next treated
of by our author, who, after giving an outline ‘of. the
subjects treated in the forty adhyayas of the white,
yaguwedan Samhita and showing the appropna,teness of
the Dars'a and Paurnamdsa 1sfis as marking the beginning

of the Vedic rituals, concludes' this short introduction

by his usual remarks about the nature and classxﬁcation

of the Vedic mantras,
Naturally in the beginning of h]S mtmductxon to

the Bhasya of Atharvaveda Sayapa has, on the
strength of suitable authoritative texts of the Purdnas
and Smrtss, treated ab great length the usefulness of

Atharvaveda as a distinct subject of practical study
for .the royal Purohite and the officiating priest called
Brahmd. on the occasion of Vedic sacrifices. Tho
interpretation of the text ‘wmrsamlseadsq:’ and the utility
of the study of Veda as consisting of the knowledge of
subtle import of the . mantras it contains, with a learned
criticism of the theory of Prabhakara advocated thereon,
ave the.prominent topics which have called forth
an elaborate exposition at the hands of Sayanacharya.
Our author has taken very great pains in explaining
the supremely important subject of Prdmdnyx of the
Vedic texts, which -he, after demoalishing various
theories held by the philosophical schools of different
persuasion, both orthodox and heterodox, shows with
the aid of lenrned arguments to be “self-proved’, With a
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learned criticism of the theories of the logiclans and
grammarians as regards the nature of ‘word’, Sayana
proves the eternality of Veda and concludes this
interesting and wuseful introduction with a detailed

enumeration of the various actions.which bave been
enjoined in this Samhita.

A CRITICAL SURVEY OF THE CONTENTS.

“The short survey we have made above of the
impoxhant contents of these introductions  will not only
show' that there is a lomcal sequence in the systemartic
treatment of the prominent Vedic problems here, but will
also prove that they mutually supplement, in an excellen’
way, the information contained by eéach of them. It
will further show that our author has dealt with two
types of tupics, one general and the other special,
The general topics perfain to the fundamental
conceptions about the nature, authoritativeness,
definition and classification of Veda. In fact, every
important thing touching Veda and Vedic interpretation
finds a suitable and exhaustive treatment at the hands
of this great Vedic commentator. We give below

a bare outline of main topics with which these
introductions repeatedly deal.

Veda is defined as the sum of mantras and
Brahmapas—a definition adopted here from the
agafnar  of =g, After critically reviewing
the various views about the authoritativeness
of Veda held by the philosophers of different
schools, Sayuna shows on the authority of Miminss
texts that the Veda is self-luminous ( @a: sy ) and
can Hlustrate itself as well as other things?, Indian

1. p. 2, 15,
2, pp lo~24 129-133,
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dmfrws hold on the anology ‘of works: written
by human authors that the Veda. has also got:a personal
author but Sayana following the classical Mimansa
writers hag furnished conclusive proofs ' for the
=iqlagaq of Vedal, The Vedas are.eternal. as .they
are self-revealed and have come..into .existence with:
out the aid of any agency,: divine-or human, Some
hold that the 'Veda is. not worth interpretation
masmuch a8 soms of the Mantra,s contamed therein are
amblguous, gome are absurd; some are contradxctory,
some repest what is already known, whlle some do not
convey any meaning Whatsoever. Provmg the
incorrectness of the above view, Sa.yana has, .givel  an
exhaustive exposition of the true nature of the Vedic
Mantras? which are used in the sacrifices not only fm
the purpose of bringing out some unseen merit, called

Aptrva through their utterance but also for the. purpose
of expressing some intelligible meaning. s

As regards a suitable definition of mantras. and
Brahmanas into which .the Veda is divided, different
views have been offered .and criticised and it has
been shown that since the mantras and Brahmapas
are so various in kind, except denomination ( @wrEa )
there is no common quality which will'sexrve for a true
definition. So the denomination of the mantras, as they
are used in the words, ‘this is the mantra’,is the definition
of a mantra and whatever in the Veda is not a mantra
is a Brahmapa and that is the only convenient way of
offering a workable definition of the constituents of the
Veda®, These Vedic mantras are of three different
kinds* — Rk, Sdma and Yajuh, Mantras in a metrical form

1. pp. 3334, 135-154, 7. pp. 1617 100, 117,

3. pp. 37-38, 112, 4. pp. 34-36, 64~65; 82, 111,
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are knownas Rls, those in the from of songs arve Sdmans

dnd those that are meither metrical nor adopted for
ginging, but are in plain prose are Ydjuh texts.
It. is’ upon this. difference. between the three kinds
of mantras that the distinction between the Vedas—
Rg, Sama and Yajur—rests, :

- The subject matter of Veda is the nexf, important
toplc repeatedly dealt with in most of these intro-
ductions,” Veda is divided into two sections ( @ws ),
the - first of which has for its subject matter the
freatment of actions, while the other, the freatment
of Brahma and the means of His realisation. Thus
Dharma and Brahms are the subject matter respec-
tively of the two sections into which the whole of Veda
is divided. Veda iz the only depository of dharma
and Brahma because these two cannot be obfained
from.any other source and hence their knowledge
is the immediate use ( uzism) of the Veda, 1 The study
of this sacred work is enjoined by such text as &tegy-
s#/gsa: which, though explained by different writers
in different ways, has been proved to mean not _merely
the acqmsﬂnon of some unseen gpiritual reward through
twmn of the mantras it consists of,_huf_
algso fhe proper understanding of the meaning of these
mantras. The mastery of the text and ceremonial
perfection ( Zifg and &5 ) are claimed #o be the real
import of such sacred injunctions and the vigible
rewards always attending the study of Veda. We
must, therefore, conclude that the injunction to study
the text of the Veda aims at the mastery of . the
text. The persons who are entitled by the ahove S'ruti
text to the study of this sacred work are those who
belong to the three higher castes because they are
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permitted to have-their own initiation caremony:
The women and the s'idras though need that knowledge,
yet should not meddle with Veda; because they have
not been invested with the sacred thread and hénce
are prohibited?.

Besides the freatment of these common- topics,
Sayana has dealt with some special subjécts in his
different introductions, A detailed account of I
and i@ with their appropriateness as the initial
rites marking the beginning of thé first section of
Veda finds a suitable description in the introduction
to the Taittiriya Samhita. The introduction to
Rg-veda has, besidés the high praise lavished upon
ona who properly understands the subtle meanings

of Veda, a comprehensive survey of all the six A?z:ga-s
of Veda and the aid they furnish in the inferpretation
of the Vedic mauntras. The introduction to Sama
Veda is replete with the treatment of matters of a
technical kind which deal with the complex problem
of Sama chanting. The contents of all the forty sections
of the White Yajurveda along with the gsT and qlorarg
rituals have been dealt with in the introduction to the
Kanva Samhita, while the use, praise and schools of the
Atharva Veda with an enumeration of various actions
treated therein are the -proper topies which
our author has carefully described in his last intro-
duction to the Atharva Samhita. Thus a eritical
analysis of the contents supply us with almost all the
important information which we must possess, before
we commence a really critical study of this ancient and
difficult text. h

" lpp. S8-43.



[ = ]

GRITICAL ESTINATE.
EQUIPMENT OF A VEDIC INTERPRETER,

Our sacred Vedas are the most ancient work in-the
vast range of the Indo-European literature, --To this-
element of remoteness of time must be added the
depth of meanings, the obscurity of expressions and
the obgoleteness of grammatical forms. The result is that
to do full justice to and to interpret the subtle import of
the mantras of the Vedas in a thoroughly satisfactory
manner is a work of mo small magnitude. Hence
an interpreter of the Veda must have some traditional
materials at his command before he sets on the difficult
task of elaborately elucidating the varied and various
meanings of their mantras. The most important of these
traditional materials, greatly needed for a Vedic scholar,
are those that are supplied by the well-known six limbs
(Vedanga ) of theVeda, namely 3=, %9, sarwy, faws,

. 724 and $7ifqu 1 S'ikshd! wherein is taught the method

——

of pronouncing letters, accents ete. ig absolutely needed
for the accurate recitation of the Vedic mantras, Kalpa?,
stating as it does the application of the various fexts,
is useful in teaching the performance of the sacrifice,
Grammar® should be studied for determining the forms
and meanings of words from the instruction it gives as
to roots, suffixes and the like and thus it is of immense
value in the exposition of the meaning of Vedic words,
because only that person who knows the laws under

. which letters are dropped, or added, or modified, will

1. semtaTrmiiga fameasita p, 50
2. m:ﬁﬂaﬁm‘m z‘caamaaqrw m%nap 51.

8. WM g AR | emimamr:?mqr Lo I
3, mefaeala Sgrl sreseafa—agweg p, 51
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be able adequately to guard the Vedas and to understand

their meaning. Nirukta teaches us the elymologies
of difficult words of the Veda and sufficiently supple-

ments the aid given by Sanskrit grammar®., Chandas
is useful for knowing the meters of the manfras and
Jyotisa for determining the times and seasons

proper for sacrifices. Besides these six Angas, a Vedic
interpreter must be endowed with the knowledge of
the very interesting and useful materials contained in the
Purapas, Itihasas? and Dharma Shastras, because

without these a man cannot properly  appreciate
and thoroughly understand the associations which

have gathered, during a long time, round the sacred
mantras of the Veda. He must be well versed in
the auxiliary Vedic books known as Anukramanis as well

and with their aid must know the rst, metre and

devatd of every mantra3, But the most essential subject
of study immensely needed for the traditional expo-
sition of the fundamental problems touching Veda and
Vedic interpretation must be that eminent system
of Hindu thought commonly known as Mimansi. The
supreme purpose for which this department of know-

ledge came'into being is, as rightly suggested by its
very name, to investigate the definition and nature

of Veda and the apparant contridictions which
to a superficial mind seem to exist in the various
vituals treated by the different Vedas?. “Its purpose”,

1 af¥g faareus sammue et endarT® =1 dearg dgl-
Favara SugFs Frewe p, 50

2. sfogtoguonval 35 sgug'el. - — Wo Wre gIgIREs

3. A1 § T wfariaseRiiaqmata a0 arwaf areagatd
ar &) ol i ar are seAy a ardtang @At —ato aige

4. WivEHEAEgrtaastiee o p. 28,



rightly says Somanitha in his Mayikhamila, “is to
determine the sense of revelation”.

Hence for a scholar who wishes to dive deep into
the frue meanings and subtle significance of the Vedic
mantras, an acquaintance with the Mimé&nsa doctrines
gnd rules of Vedic interpretation is absolutely
essential by way of introduction before he proceeds
directly ‘with the Vedic texts. Judged by these’
requirements of a Vedic interpreter which a ecritical
introduction must necessarily contain, these intro-
ductions of Sayana to his commentaries upon the
various Vedic Samhitds turn out to be orthodox
modele of what a truly useful and authoritative intro-
duction should be,

SAYANA AS A VEDIC COMMENTATOR,

The great Sayanacharya has made the most direct
and most important contributions to the Vedic exegesis.
In inferpreting the Veda he rightly exploits the aid
afforded by the siz Vedic Angas, fhe Puranas, and
the Mimansd. He is a thorough~going Mimdnsaka
and therefore in his commentary upon the
Vedas he justly re-inforces the substantial aid given
by the other departments of knowledge by the
profound and traditional views of the Vedic
interpretation which Mimansd contains. In these
very informing and learned introductions to his
Bhagyas upon the Vedag he has firnished all the
important preliminary matters which a student, before
he sefs sail upon the vast ocean of the deeply signi-
ficant Vedas, must be in possession of It is natural
to find Mimansa playing a very significant role in these-
critical Introductions, Indeed, they are replete with
the most fundamental views and the traditional doctrines
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which Mimansa has to propound about the
nature, infallibility and authoritativeness of our sacred
Vedas, We shall very briefly show the nature of
Mimansa doctrines which our author has so ably
sef forth in the pages of these Introductions,

The doctrine that the Vedic mantras are expressive
of intelligent meanings is based upon the wwafagIfIH@
of Mimansa Sutras, first Adhyaya, 2nd Pada, Sutras
31-53. The =¥aig portion of the Brahmanas has been

mentained to have an equal authoritativeness with that
portion which deals with the injunctions (fifys) and it is

based upon the 1st Adhikarapa of the second Pida,
of the first Adhyaya, Sutras 1-i8, known as Z@awEl-
fasw | The proposiion which proves that the Vedas

do not owe their existence to the agency of any
personal author but are eternalis likewise founded

upon the Fgmedaenfasto (1,1, 27-32) of gasdtaian
The definition of mantra and Brahmana and the three:
fold divisions of mantras into B, 9g: and @ along
with their proper definitions have their basis in the
different Adhikaranas of the first Pada of the second
Adhyaya, Sutras 32-37, So much for the commou topics
repeatedly treated by Sayapa in these -Introductions.
As regards the special subjects dealt with here, the
Mimansid sutras are no less laid under contribution,
Thus the whole of the elaborate Introduction to the
qimdfEar contains a detailed exposition of 62 technical
topics of gawiaiar which have gob their bearings upon
the various complex problems of the singing of Samans

and their utility and application for the purpose of
sacrifice. Indeed, the whole of this Introduction consists

of lengthy extracts from the different Adhyayas of
X

sfufmaamifaEat, a very important work on g\éqﬁim,
composed by his elder brother, the great Madhava-
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charya. The lengthy and learned discussiori 4bout
weEEgaa in the introduction to wmadfgamsa and
gicaalg of Veda with a critical survey of the different
doctrines held by the followers of different philosophical
schools which our author has made in the introduction
to gmafdfgmmcq truly prove the great serviee into which
the Mimansa doctrines have been pressed for expounding
“the important views held by the traditionalists about
the supreme authoritativenss of the Vedas and the
complete usefulness of their intelligent study.

THEIR USEFULNESS FOR A MODERN
STUDENT OF VEDA.

We have repeatedly asserted that the Vedic
commentaries written by Sayanachirya ave, in spite of
their occasional apparent contradictions in the inter-
pretation of certain Vedic passages, the only sure and
consistent guide in the understanding and the exegesis

of the Mantras of the Vedas, They are valuable not
only for an orthodox Vaidika but also for a modern

student of this ancient literature of the Hindus,

Those who press the sciences of Comparative Philology
and Comparative Mythology into the service of Vedie

exegesis will find in these illuminating Bhasyas
matters which are of especial interest to them. Sayana,

has, in the course of his commentaries, taken into
account  the valuable helps rendered by the

sciences of Itymology ( Nirukta) and Grammar
( Vyakarapa ). Our author has not only utilised the

contributions made by Yaska in his Nirukta but hag
himself proposed suitable meanings of difficult Vedic

words in accordance with the rules of Etymology
wbere Yaska is wholly silent, The science of gra,mma;

has been, specially in the commentary upon the st
As;zzakco of Rgveda, fully taken into account in #he
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inéerpretation of the Vedic Mantras where accents
play important parts. Siyapdcharya has collected
every item of mythological interest associated
with the meaning of Vedic hymns which will yield
even a modern student of Veda a rich harvest of very
useful results, Besides these, Sdyapa’s commentaries
are the only extant Bhagyas complete in every respect
in a vast commentorial literature which has gradually
grown round the Vedas, In these, Sdyana has utilised
even those valuable comments which are perhaps lost

for ever or are only partially known to wus in these
times, Under these circumstances, Siyan- is the only

commentator who can supply us with the direct tradi-
tional meanings of the Mantras as handed down from

generation to generation of the mative Vedic infer-
preters. We firmly believe that a really sympathetic

and crifical study of Sayana’s Commentaries will be
valuable even from the stand- point of a modern student
of Vedas engaged in unraveling the hidden mysteries
of the Vedic language and religion,

The introductions to these Vedic commentaries
we have collected here amply furnish a student

of Veda with all the supremely imporfant doctrines

which he must possess before he directly begins the
practical study of the Vedic texts. DBesides, these

will impart the necessary insight into properly
appreciating and clearly understanding the genuine
spirit in which Sayana has written his learned and
monumental Bhasyas, We have firm belief that a

precise study of these valuable Introductions will
show us not only the traditional mode of the proper

interpretation of the Vedas but also the right way in

which these most ancient sacred texts should be handled.
It is the sheer misunderstanding of the view-point of

this eminent Vedic commentator which bas unnecesss rily
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deserved obloguy heaped upon the
gzered head of the greazt SZyzna not onlv bv g0—
scholars who, placed as they are, are
gnorant of the important traditions an& associati-
¢h have grown round this most sncientand
szered work in course of many ceniuries buf also
by the verious Indian disciples of thess Europesan
Gurus, who, though fortunate encugh {o be in =

position {o undert;nd properly the different Vedic
traditions, do blindly follow their lead and feed the

unfortunazte voung students placed under their eare
apon the ill-digested and balf~baked thecries of thess
‘western Vaidikas, Indeed, the only safe gmide which
we possass in these i{imes when even the masters
of the ‘historical method’ differ from one another cs
regzrds the obvious meznings and plain interpretations of
ezsy vedic Jznfras is the ireditiorelly uniform and
deeply suggestive Bhisvas of Savana. With his scholastie
i great Sz dyznicharya has been,
and indesd will be, the supremely rzlisble guide
o efect our first entrance into the mznifold
mysiries of this impregneble fortresz of Vedic
lengnzge and Vedic religion. In fazct, every one who
enters on the study of Veds owes in an sbundant
measure 2 cezp debl of gratitude to this great
zuthorify on the Vedic exegesis, We cannot propzrls
imegine what the condition of Vedic scholarship
would have been to-day without the IFEwosim of
our eminent zuthor in which the great Vedic ezegesist
has not left 2 single word unexplained, however obscare
it mav be, Itis not that this eminent service done
by Szyapa has not been recognised even by the modern
Western scholars who have devoted their 4ime and
lsbour towards a rezlly ecritical and in away intensive
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study of this most ancient Aryan literature. Thus

Prof. Wilson is amply 'justified (and wo believe
thoroughly impartial ) when he makes these critical

remarks in the introduction to his franslation of the
first Astaka of Rg-Veda—“He ( Siyana ) undoub-

tedly had knowledge of his text far beyond the
pretensions of any Huropean scholar, and must have
been in possession, either through his own learning
or that of his assistants, of all the interpretations which
had been pelpetuated by traditional teaching from thae
early times”,

We beg to conclude our very humble- remarks as
to the great intrinsic worth of Sayapa's work as a
truly reliable guide in the difficult task of interprefa-
tion of Vedic Mantras with the following extract from.
Prof. Max Muller’s preface to his Vedic Hymns ( Part I
p.XXX):-Those whorecsllect the history of Vedic scholar-
ship during the last five and twenty years know best that
with all its faults and weaknesses, Siyana’s eominentaty

was a sine qua non for a scholarlike study of tha Rg-
veda. I donot wonder that others who have more

recently entered on that study are inclined to speak

disparagingly of the scholastic interpretations of Sayana,
They haxdly know how much we all owe to his

guidance in effecting our first entrance into #his fortress
of Vedic language and Vedic 1e110'10n, and how much

even they, without being' aware of it, are indebted
to that Indian Bustathius... vorsiniaseres

...... ‘We ought to bear in mmd that ﬁve and twenty
years ago, we could not have made even our first
steps, we could never at least have gained a firm
footing without his leading strings.”
Hindu Universi’ty, ' ’
? onaree. } BALADEVA UPADHYAYA
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